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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Regarding claims 1, 2, 5, 9, 10, 14 and 15, the phrase "such as" renders the 

claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are 

part of the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

For examining purposes, the phrase "such as" has been deleted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
• invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-12, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Freitag et al. (US-6,804,506) in view of Rune et al. (US- 
6,731,932). 

Regarding claim 1, Freitag et al. disclose a method for performing authentication 
in a communication system comprising an authentication server (AS) (col. 3, lines 23- 
24), and a user profile store (HLR) storing user profiles for users of the communication 
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system (col. 3, lines 21-24), the method comprising: transmitting from the authentication 
server to the user profile store a request for the user profile of a user (col. 4, lines 56-57; 
it is noted that "The visitor location register VLR then initiates the authentication process 
by sending an authentication request aureq to the home location register HLR and 
authentication center AC" see col. 4, lines 49-52) and receiving at the AS a response to 
the request (col. 4, lines 56-60). But, Freitag et al. do not particularly show determining 
whether the response is indicative of an error; and if the response is indicative of an 
error, transmitting from the authentication server to the user profile store a message of a 
type to trigger the user profile store to perform a location update procedure in respect of 
the user. However in analogous art, Rune et al. teach determining whether the 
response is indicative of an error (in order to determine "If this retrieval fails"; see cols. 
11); and if the response is indicative of an error ("If this retrieval fails"; see cols. 11), 
transmitting from the authentication server to the user profile store (col. 12, lines 16-31) 
a message of a type to trigger the user profile store to perform a location update 
procedure in respect of the user (col. 1 1 , lines 33-47). Since, Freitag et al. and Rune et 
al. are related to method for handling subscriber data; therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the system of Freitag et al. as taught by Rune et al. for purpose of making sure 
advantageously "A subscriber profile in a visitor network entity may be updated if 
necessary, and if certain conditions are met. The profile may be updated by sending 
modifications from the home network entity to the visitor network entity" (see Rune et 
al.'s abstract). 
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Regarding claim 2, Freitag et al. and Rune et al. disclose the method as claimed 
in claim 1 . Freitag et al. further disclose wherein the message is of a type to trigger the 
user profile store to perform the location update and subsequently transmit the user 
profile of the user to the authentication server (col. 4, lines 40-59). 

Regarding claim 3, Freitag et al. and Rune et al. disclose the method as claimed 
in claim 1. Freitag et al. further disclose wherein the user profile store is a user profile 
store of a GSM network (col. 2, lines 53 and fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 4, Freitag et al. and Rune et al. disclose the method as claimed 
in claim 1. Freitag et al. further disclose wherein the user profile store is a home location 
register (HLR) (col. 3, lines 21-23). 

Regarding claim 5, Freitag et al. and Rune et al. disclose the method as claimed 
in claim 1. Freitag et al. further disclose wherein the user profile store is to: in some 
circumstances return to the authentication server the user profile of the user in response 
to the said request (col. 4, lines 40-59); and while Rune et al. further disclose in other 
circumstances return to the authentication server an error message in response to the 
said request (in order to determine "If this retrieval fails"; see cols. 11). 
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Regarding claim 6, Freitag et al. and Rune et al. disclose the method as claimed 
in claim 5. Rune et al. further disclose wherein the said other circumstances include the 
user not having been in communication with the network of which the user profile store 
is a part for a prolonged period ("amount of time"; see col. 9, lines 20-30). 

Regarding claim 7, Freitag et al. and Rune et al. disclose the method as claimed 
in claim 1. Rune et al. further disclose wherein the said request is a message according 
to the MAP protocol (col. 11). 

Regarding claim 8, Freitag et al. and Rune et al. disclose the method as claimed 
in claim 7. Rune et al. further disclose wherein the said request is a 
MAP RESTORE DATA message (col. 11, line 35; also see cols. 11-12). 

Regarding claim 9, Freitag et al. and Rune et al. disclose the method as claimed 
in claim 1 . Rune et al. further disclose wherein the message of a type to trigger the user 
profile store to perform a location update procedure in respect of the user is a message 
according to the MAP protocol (col. 11). 

Regarding claim 10, Freitag et al. and Rune et al. disclose the method as 
claimed in claim 9. Rune et al. further disclose wherein the said the message of a type 
to trigger the user profile store to perform a location update procedure in respect of the 
user is a M AP U PDATE LOCATI O N or a MAP_UPDATE_GPRS_LOCATION message 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , Freitag et al. and Rune et al. disclose the method as 
claimed in claim 1 . Rune et al. further disclose receiving at the authentication server the 
user profile of the user from the user profile store (col. 4, lines 40-59); and 
authenticating credentials of the user by means of the received user profile (cols. 4-5); 
and wherein if the credentials are correctly authenticated the user is granted access to a 
resource ("it determines ... the authentication process... to the mobile station MS" see 
col. 5, lines 5-39), and otherwise the user is denied access to the resource ("the 
connection has been terminated" see col. 5, line 44). 

Regarding claim 12, Freitag et al. and Rune et al. disclose the method as 
claimed in claim 1 . Rune et al. further disclose wherein the resource includes access to 
a network other than the one of which the user profile store is a part (col. 5). 

Regarding claim 14, Freitag et al. disclose an authentication server (AS) (col. 3, 
lines 23-24) for performing authentication in a communication system comprising a user 
profile store storing user profiles for users of the communication system (col. 3, lines 21- 
24), the authentication server being arranged to, in order to perform authentication: 
transmitting from the authentication server to the user profile store a request for the user 
profile of a user (col. 4, lines 56-57; it is noted that "The visitor location register VLR 
then initiates the authentication process by sending an authentication request aureq to 
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the home location register HLR and authentication center AC" see col. 4, lines 49-52) 
and receiving at the AS a response to the request (col. 4, lines 56-60). But, Freitag et al. 
do not particularly show determining whether the response is indicative of an error; and 
if the response is indicative of an error, transmitting from the authentication server to the 
user profile store a message of a type to trigger the user profile store to perform a 
location update procedure in respect of the user. However, Rune et al. teach 
determining whether the response is indicative of an error (in order to determine "If this 
retrieval fails"; see cols. 1 1 ); and if the response is indicative of an error ("If this retrieval 
fails"; see cols. 11), transmitting from the authentication server to the user profile store 
(col. 12, lines 16-31) a message of a type to trigger the user profile store to perform a 
location update procedure in respect of the user (col. 1 1 , lines 33-47); therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the system of Freitag et al. as taught by Rune et al. for purpose of 
making sure advantageously "A subscriber profile in a visitor network entity may be 
updated if necessary, and if certain conditions are met. The profile may be updated by 
sending modifications from the home network entity to the visitor network entity" (see 
Rune et al.'s abstract). 

Regarding claim 15, Freitag etal. disclose a communication system (fig. 1 and 
description) comprising: a user profile store storing user profiles for users of the 
communication system (col. 3, lines 21-24); and an authentication server (AS) for 
performing authentication in the communication system and being arranged to (col. 3, 
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lines 23-24), in order to perform authentication: transmit from the authentication server 
to the user profile store a request for the user profile of a user (col. 4, lines 56-60); 
receive at the AS a response to the request (col. 4, lines 56-60). 

But, Freitag et al. do not particularly show determining whether the response is 
indicative of an error; and if the response is indicative of an error, transmitting from the 
authentication server to the user profile store a message of a type to trigger the user 
profile store to perform a location update procedure in respect of the user. However, 
Rune et al. teach determining whether the response is indicative of an error (in order to 
determine "If this retrieval fails"; see cols. 11); and if the response is indicative of an 
error ("If this retrieval fails"; see cols. 11), transmitting from the authentication server to 
the user profile store (col. 12, lines 16-31) a message of a type to trigger the user profile 
store to perform a location update procedure in respect of the user (col. 11, lines 33-47); 
therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Freitag et al. as taught by Rune et al. for 
purpose of making sure advantageously "A subscriber profile in a visitor network entity 
may be updated if necessary, and if certain conditions are met. The profile may be 
updated by sending modifications from the home network entity to the visitor network 
entity" (see Rune et al.'s abstract). 

4. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Freitag et al. (US-6,804,506) in view of Rune et al. (US-6,731,932) and further in 
view of Kalavade et al. (US-2003/0051041). 
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Regarding claim 13, Freitag et al. and Rune et al. disclose the method as 
claimed in claim 1 . But, Freitag et al. and Rune et al. do not particularly show wherein 
the network other than the one of which the user profile store is a part is a wireless local 
area network. However in analogous art, Kalavade et al. teach wherein the network 
other than the one of which the user profile store is a part is a wireless local area 
network ([0089]-[0093]). Since, Freitag et al., Rune et al. and Kalavade et al. are related 
to method for handling subscriber data; therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of 
Freitag et al. as taught by Kalavade et al. in order "To address possible security 
limitations of the login/password authentication, a recent development on the wireless 
LAN security front has been to use 802. 1X for authentication. 802. 1x is a port-based 
security protocol proposed by the IEEE. 802. 1x allows blocking of all access until the 
user is authenticated" (see Kalavade et al.'s specification [0091]). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy Q Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-7924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kincaid G Lester can be reached on 571-272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Examiner: Phan, Huy Q. 



AU: 2687 



Date: 09/01/2005 



